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From October 19th through October 23rd, 2009, the BYU-Idaho Faculty Association surveyed the 
faculty concerning the calculating and posting of midterm grades. The response was tremendous: 
Over 70% (320) of full-time faculty and a significant number (57) of part-time/adjunct faculty 
completed the 11 questions and provided 644 comments. Faculty expressed their views of and 
identified their practices on midterm grades, hours spent calculating and posting grades, strengths 
and weaknesses of grading programs, and recommendations regarding future midterm grade 
practices at BYU-Idaho.    
 
Survey Results and Faculty Comments 

An analysis of the survey comments reveals that faculty members: 

• Believe in the value of informing students of their grades. 

• Use online grading programs (e.g., I-Learn or Micrograde) that provide students with accurate 
and continually-updated grades. 

• Feel that the official posting of midterm grades is redundant and time-wasting. 

• Worry that officially posted midterm grades that are based on insufficient data are potentially 
misleading to students. (Midterm exams and major projects—particularly in our shortened 
semester—often occur after the deadline for midterm grades and so are not included in the 
grades submitted.) 

• Realize that the posting of midterm grades just for “at-risk” students would be even more 
burdensome than posting midterm grades for all students.  

 
I-Learn Software and Other Grading Programs    

Faculty members also expressed the following about current grading software:   

• Grading software has made the posting of midterm grades less burdensome. 

• 49% of I-Learn Grade Center users (67% of the faculty) are dissatisfied with the program (e.g., it 
scrolls and processes grades slowly, takes too many “clicks” to enter data, does not offer one page 
printed grade reports, and contributes to grading inaccuracies). 

• 86% of Micrograde software users are pleased with the ease and convenience of the program. 
(EasyGradePro and Gradekeeper software were also praised.) 

 
Recommendations 

Based on the survey results, the Faculty Association recommends that the university: 

1. Discontinue the posting of midterm grades through Student Records and Registration. 

2. Encourage faculty to make student grades available online. 

3. Adopt and implement a better grading software program or drastically improve the design, 
accuracy, and usability of I-Learn Grade Center (i.e., increase its scrolling and processing speed, 
eliminate “clicks,” create single-page printed grade reports, and improve compatibility with 
spreadsheets). 



 



 



 


